
The Black Bill of Rights is a conceptual framework to empower Black communities. It can be

applied to any facet of life in which the “two Americas” model operates. This version seeks to

eradicate the discriminatory police practices faced by people of the African Diaspora within

the United States. The Articles below offer reforms that grant the community the same rights

as police in interactions with them. Future versions will address healthcare, education and the

court system. *Click All purple underlined text for legislation

Section 1: For Community

1a) Right to effective and accessible community outreach

1b) Diversity and the right to a police force that reflects the makeup of the community being served,

such as in Connecticut

Section 2: For Officers
2a) Finding meaningful ways to incorporate community members into the lesson plan and
development process 
2b) Develop and implement a community outreach plan that includes regularly scheduled and
broadly accessible meetings with residents
2c) Evaluation of residency requirements to improve racial diversity in police departments

a) The right to assemble and to petition the government for a redress of grievances and to be
tried by a jury of peers
b) Development and implementation of a community-based policing and court system 
d) An appointed community outside council used in instances of unarmed citizens killed by police
e) A community judicial system that include regularly scheduled and broadly accessible meetings
with community residents, access to community courts, and record expungement
f) Juries and community police forces composed exclusively of community residents
Right to Civilian Oversight with subpeona power

a) Right to community-determined expenditures at the city and county level (People's Budget) 
b) An officer suspended as a result of an investigation involving the death of an unarmed Black
citizen shall not continue to receive full pay and benefits 
c) Banning of campaign finance donations to local political races from police unions
d) End for-profit policing
e) Structuring of fines based on ability to pay
f) Stop Municipal budgets from allocating funds from tax payers to their law enforcement
agencies and make departments financially liable for their wrongdoing

a) Right to Community Stakeholder involvement in developing Use of Force Curriculum
b) Right to safety from the use of deadly force in police interactions, by early intervention systems
such as in Tennessee, and the city of Seattle 
c) Legislation establishing a special prosecutor for police violence and Grand jury reforms
d) Right to specific use of force policy changes, specifically: No chokeholds, duty to intervene,

immediate medical assistance, end traffic-related police killings, drawing and pointing firearms,
tactics preceding deadly force, shooting at moving vehicles

a) Prompt interrogation of officers
b) Establish a use of force review board charged with reviewing all Level 3 Reportable Uses of
Force, all uses of force otherwise investigated by FIT
c) Collection and analysis of national use of force data (incl. under-reported police killing data
via use of force), similar to what has been done in Illinois
d) Analysis of police shootings involving moving vehicles

ARTICLE I STAKEHOLDER USE OF FORCE POLICIES

ARTICLE III KEY JUDICIAL AND POLICING RIGHTS GIVEN BACK TO COMMUNITY

ARTICLE IV COMMUNITY INPUT FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT EXPENDITURES

ARTICLE V SCHOOL ENVIRONMENTS FREE OF CRIMINALIZATION

a) Removing School Resource Officers to avoid criminalization in school
b) Counselors not Cops in public schools
c) Model policy on intervention support team approach for “threat assessments”
d) Culturally relevant curriculum and teaching 
e) Equality in school discipline (ex: The Crown Act)

USE OF FORCE REPORTING AND INVESTIGATION

THE BLACK BILL OF RIGHTS
Rebuilding America to include Black

Americans at every level

ACCESSIBLE COMMUNITY OUTREACHARTICLE II

ARTICLE VI
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Section 1: Training
1a) Establish a curriculum design committee that reviews and approves all curricula, lesson plans, and
training materials, teaching officers to have a guardian mindset
1b)Testing and training for shoot/don't shoot decision making
1c) Demilitarization of police 
Section 2: Database Collection and Analysis
2a) The reversal of "Technical Infraction" protocols and replaced with a Public Records Act
2b) Database provisions that include the actions of a department and all activity within its contract
cities

Section 1: For Officers - Proof of Eligibility to Serve 
1a) Mental health professional protocol should be in place (annual mandatory procedure) as
well as routine drug testing of police, such as in Illinois
1b) Tiered responses - Mental health professional protocol put in place to assist in all 5150
calls
1c) Additional creation and access to an alternative citywide system in place that would
include a hotline separate to 911 that can be accessed as an alternative to police involvement
Section 2: For Community
2a) In the event that the family member(s) of the deceased has witnessed the death of said
family member by law enforcement, it is the department’s responsibility to create and
maintain a fund to provide mental health resources to the family in question
2b) Right to mentally competent Law Enforcement Officers

LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING AND DATABASE ACCESSARTICLE VIII

ARTICLE IX MANDATORY MENTAL HEALTH EVALUATION

ARTICLE X REVISING UNION CONTRACTS & POLICE BILL OF RIGHTS

Blocking officer accountability, which they reformed in D.C.
Blocking ability to rehire officers fired for misconduct
Blocking the Influencing of police budgets and union contracts that includes language that
impacts the investigation and discipline of law enforcement
Blocking of negotiating police contracts with added privileges and protections behind
closed doors 

Section 1: For Community 
1a) Right to the safety of person by Law Enforcement and all related government agencies
1b) 20 states have “Police Bill of Rights” laws that impose ADDITIONAL legal restrictions that
make it even harder to hold police accountable. We will replace the POBoR with the Black Bill
of Rights Administrative Document
Section 2: For Officers 
2a) Removing power from police unions, specifically: 

Section 3: Abolish Qualified Immunity

MANDATORY TRANSPARENCY OF LAW ENFORCEMENTARTICLE VII

Section 1: Procedures: Transparency of Police Misconduct
1a) Transparent Independent investigations to stop conflict of interest when these cases are
prosecuted locally
1b) The conducting of formal after-action reviews with officers, supervisors, and command
staff, following officer-involved shootings, will be made public
1c) Transparency of civil forfeiture of cash seizures  
Section 2: Transparency of Wrongdoing
2a) Any officer caught in the premeditated planting of substances on community members
shall result in being relieved of their duties permanently
2b) Criminal investigations should be launched before or during an internal investigation
2c) Legalize the revoking law officer certificates as a result of misconduct, especially as it
relates to the killing of unarmed community members- forfeits their rights to continue serving
as an officer of the law and will be relieved of their duties
2d) Policy to make body cam footage accessible. The turning off of body cameras will be
considered obstruction of justice due to lack of transparency
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